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Proposal Name Lobbying Governments For a Price on Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Recipient General Council 42 

Originating Body Kootenay Presbytery 

Proposed Action That the 42nd General Council: 

Commit the church to lobby federal and provincial governments to 
implement an economy-wide price on greenhouse gas emissions where 
currently such a price does not exist. 

Background The Earth's climate is changing at an unprecedented rate and human activity is 
overwhelmingly responsible. Increased risk of droughts, floods, tropical storms, and 
altered weather patterns threatens to displace more people and lead to increasing 
numbers of civil wars and international conflict. People living in poverty and indigenous 
populations, including here in Canada, are made especially vulnerable to climate chaos. 
The people and countries responsible for the majority of historic heat-trapping pollution 
are least likely to bear the brunt of the changes. Conversely, the people and countries 
least responsible for causing climate chaos are most likely to experience increasing levels 
of disease, displacement, and conflict. Climate chaos is a justice issue with which every 
follower of Jesus and every person of faith should be concerned. Ocean acidification, 
also caused by carbon dioxide emissions, is another area of major concern. 

The majority of experts, academics, non-governmental organizations, and others 
engaged in climate justice recognize pricing greenhouse gas emissions as pertinent to 
slowing and ultimately reversing current trends toward climate catastrophe. Carbon 
taxes and cap-and-trade systems stand as two effective methods of putting a price on 
carbon to signal the need to reduce emissions. British Columbia's carbon tax is often 
celebrated on the world stage as a fair, effective, and efficient. Quebec has implemented 
a cap-and-trade system and Ontario is in the process of following suit, in concert with 
California. Alberta's carbon tax applies to large final emitters but is not economy-wide. 
Nova Scotia is considering applying a price to carbon emissions. While these initiatives 
are significant and laudable, Canada suffers from a dearth of leadership on the climate 
file at the federal level, and too many provinces currently show no sign of pricing carbon. 

This proposal would see The United Church of Canada (UCCan) undertake an effort to 
lobby elected representatives in jurisdictions where an economy-wide price on carbon 
does not exist. This would apply to all provinces except BC, Quebec, and Ontario 
(assuming Ontario's cap-and-trade efforts succeed). It would apply to inter-jurisdictional 
travel, which is often exempt from carbon pricing mechanisms. It would also apply to all 
federal government activities. 

Jesus of Nazareth addressed the injustices he witnessed head-on and with love. The 
UCCan has a history of solid political engagement for the sake of justice and 
environmental sustainability. This proposal would prioritize the climate as an area for 
the UCCan's lobbying efforts, recognizing that prioritizing lobbying effectively bears 
particular importance for charities, which must limit lobbying efforts, and which can be 
audited at the whim of the governing party. 

Pricing greenhouse gas emissions is fiscally efficient. It provides revenues for public 



 

 

expenditures by discouraging harmful activity. Most significantly, BC has proven that 
pricing carbon reduces emissions quickly, thus allowing us to live into our responsibilities 
to creation and marginalized people. 

Financial 
Implications 

The funding implications are unknown at this time. 




